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Members of the Council: Richard Clarke (Chair), Fred Aspin, Alan Jones, Eddie McDonnell, Paul Rudd, Jane Tate, 

    Patricia Stuart-Mogg (Clerk) 
Apologies: None 
 
Members of Public: David Baker, Chris & Morva Bass, Colin Harrold, Barbara Jones, Phil Jones, Tim Pearson, Ron 
& Vivien Rodgers, David Stuart-Mogg, Paul Tate, Melanie Taylor, David Weekes   

         
 Action 
1. Apologies: None 

 
 
 

2.   Declaration of interests: 
• Richard Clarke – Prejudicial and financial: item 3  
• Lisa Chambers – Prejudicial and financial: item 3 
• Patricia Stuart-Mogg – Prejudicial and financial: item 3 
 

 
 
 
 

3.  Review of Planning Application – 06/00987/OUT 14 Robins Field, Wansford:  
 
The Chairman confirmed that this meeting had been called by Fred Aspin and Paul 
Rudd, two Parish Council members, to reconsider the response submitted to the 
planning application for 14 Robins Field.  He outlined the format of the meeting and 
set out procedures.  He further stated that at the previous meeting, during which 
this application was discussed, the withdrawal of members from the meeting to 
comply with the Code of Conduct could have led to errors being made 
inadvertently, as it was over a period of years the PC gained experience in  
transparency and constructive discussion.   The modifications to the current WPC 
Standing Orders were to bring them in line with National Guidelines; and reflected 
instances where planning applications had highlighted requirements for change. At 
present, WPC Standing Orders did not incorporate the rescission of any previous 
decision made by the Parish Council; but this will be considered at the next 
meeting. This meeting was to decide whether another response would be submitted 
to Peterborough City Council. 
 
The Clerk advised that a clear decision must be reached at this meeting, and 
agreed by majority vote. She distributed a list of residents who, after due 
consideration, had signed the letter of objection to the Parish Council, dated the 31st 
July, in response to  the PCs letter of 17th July to the Planning Officer in respect of 
this application. 
 
Fred Aspin requested that the Clerk was delegated to continue to take Minutes, 
from the public area, and conditionally on taking no part in the discussion. This was 
agreed. 
 

(Richard Clarke left the room and Alan Jones assumed the Chair) 
 
The Chairman believed that each application was considered on its own merit and  
described the stages that resulted in a response being submitted: 

• Responses from residents were given due consideration at the Parish 
Council Meeting of the 3rd July. 

• A sub-committee was agreed at that meeting and delegated to submit a 
response to meet the deadline. 

• The sub-committee undertook a full review of the application and then a 
detailed site visit after which, a draft response for consideration was 
circulated among the sub-committee and, on affirmation, the response was 
submitted. 

The Chairman requested Fred Aspin and Paul Rudd to confirm their reasons for 
calling this meeting.   
Paul Rudd stated his principle reason was because the first letter submitted by the 
Parish Council to Peterborough City Council (PCC), was in clear objection to the 
erection of two dwellings on the site.   Having been absent from the subsequent 
meeting, which considered the second and similar application, he was shocked to 
learn of the Parish Council’s response and very disappointed that wider 
consultation had not been secured.  
Fred Aspin stated that, as a newly elected member, he believed that this meeting 
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should be called to provide a clear resolution before this incident was blown out of 
proportion.   
The Chairman viewed that the second letter submitted to Peterborough City Council 
was not in fact in support of the application, and stated that the current application 
was not the preferred design. The letter was saying that the WPC had preference 
for 1 property but the site could accommodate 2. The letter further requested 
conditions to be considered by the Planning Officer as the WPC was not happy with 
the application. 
However, Fred Aspin believed that the wording; “It therefore has the potential for 
the development of two properties without creating a precedent for other properties 
in Robins Field. Our preference would be for a single property on the site, however, 
we would not oppose in principle the development of two properties on the site” did 
not object to, but instead supported the application. 
Eddie McDonnell disagreed, as careful consideration had been made of the size of 
the plot and in principle it could support two dwellings.  But because the sub-
committee believed that any development needed to be in keeping with the 
character and design with the road and Village Design Statement (VDS) conditions 
were attached.   
Fred Aspin used a sheet of A4 paper to demonstrate that in the case of Timbers, 14 
Robinswood [against which application for the erection of two dwellings the Parish 
Council had successfully objected] the frontage of the plot could be likened to the 
A4 paper in ‘landscape’ format; whilst in Robins Field the plot frontage to the road 
could be likened to ‘portrait’ format. Where was the consistency? 
The Chairman repeated that, in theory, two properties on the site were possible with 
designs which complied with the VDS; therefore the PCs letter did not support the 
application in its existing form.  The PC letter submitted resulted in this specific 
application being deferred to the Planning Committee. 
Fred Aspin believed that he remained confused as the wording in the PCs second 
letter was ambiguous.  
The Chairman repeated that the sub-committee’s letter opposed the application in 
its present form. 
Paul Rudd agreed that Fred Aspin’s demonstration reflected the issues in question. 
Eddie McDonnell confirmed that was the reason the PC objected to the application 
and requested the stated conditions were considered. 
The Chairman confirmed the application was going before the Full Planning 
Committee and residents would have the opportunity to present their case. He 
requested the Clerk’s clarification on the application being put forward by the 
Planning Officer to the Planning Committee.  
The Clerk stated that the Planning Officer confirmed the current Outline Application 
was being referred to the Planning Committee and was for the principle of two 
dwellings on the plot.  The landscaping and details have been withdrawn and will be 
subject to consideration at the Reserved Matters stage. 
Paul Rudd requested that PC representation was made at the Planning Committee 
Meeting to object to the application. 
The Chairman circulated a proposed draft letter to be sent to the Planning Officer. 
Following discussion and adjustments, Paul Rudd proposed this final draft be 
accepted, seconded by Eddie McDonnell and unanimously agreed. The Chairman 
stated he would dispatch the letter and, following the Parish Council agreement, the 
response was read out to the public.  
 
The letter of objection received by the Parish Council on the 31st July from residents 
was discussed. The Chairman confirmed that a proposed response to this letter had 
been e-mailed to all members for consideration the previous evening with 
amendments from Richard Clarke added late this afternoon. The Chairman 
distributed copies including the amendments for consideration.  Eddie McDonnell 
proposed that this final draft was sent to all residents listed who had signed the 
letter, with a copy to the Planning Officer. Jane Tate seconded the proposal and it 
was agreed unanimously.  The Chairman stated he would send out all the letters. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.50pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Jones 
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