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Members of the Council: Mr. Richard Clarke (Chairman), Mrs. Lisa Chambers Mr. Bill Dunnakey,  
Mr. David Johnson, Mr. Alan Jones, Mr. Paul Rudd, Mrs. Jane Tate, Mrs. Patricia Stuart-Mogg (Clerk) 
 
Also Attending:   Mr David Baker, Mr & Mrs Alan Gray, Mr & Mrs Eric Joyner, Mrs Marie Lewis,  
 Mr Christopher Sykesud, Mr. David Stuart-Mogg,  
 
 Powers Action 
Apologies: None 
 
The Parish Council was greatly saddened by the sudden death of John Horrell CBE.  
The Chairman paid tribute to his diligence, efforts and energy over the many years 
as Ward Councillor.  
 

  

1. Minutes of the last meeting – 7th November 2005: These have been 
circulated, agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed. 

 

  

2. Matters Arising from those Minutes:  None 
 

  

3. Public Participation:  
05/01954/REM - 32 Old North Road: Mr. Sykesud believed that conditions 
prevailed requiring dwellings in Swanhill closest to the Old North Road to be 
bungalows.  He further expressed concern in respect of the drainage system as 
the demolished bungalow had a septic tank as it was not possible to connect it 
to the main sewer. Mrs. Joyner stated that the size of the dwellings was too 
large for the site and in conflict with the Village Design Statement. Mr. Baker 
noted that one of the conditions stated that no development would take place 
until a full tree and hedgerow survey had been submitted. Mr. Gray stated that 
the Outline Planning Approval was not for two storey dwellings.  He also 
considered the removal of the many trees and shrubs was in breach of the 
conditions. Mrs. Lewis judged it very premature that the existing house was 
demolished and trees removed before Full Planning Permission was obtained. 
   

  
 

4.  Code of Conduct :  
      It was agreed that the recent training session had given Councillors a better 

understanding of the Code of Conduct. The Clerk confirmed that if any further 
clarification was required in respect of this subject, there was a training day on 
the 30th January at the Peterborough City Council offices. 

     

  

5. Quality Status Application:   
The Clerk confirmed that she had completed her training course and anticipated 
the confirmation of her qualification shortly.  Following a meeting with Sandra 
Mitcham from CALC there were some further issues that the Council was 
required to address before applying for Quality Staus e.g. a Newletter and a 
Website.  The cost of Quality Status Application was about £59.00 and the aim 
was to submit the application this March. In response to a recommendation by 
CALC, it was agreed that the Clerk could purchase appropriate Desktop 
Publishing software that would accrue a 50% CALC grant. David Johnson 
proposed a £75.00 cap on the Parish Council’s contribution; this was seconded 
by Lisa Chambers and agreed. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. Christie Hall: The idea to purchase the Christie Hall had been floated with 
Stibbington and Thornhaugh Parish Councils using Landfill Credits and the 
responses were positive.  There had also been was an offer by Bradshaw’s of a 
piece of land to site a new hall.  It was agreed that David Johnson and Jane 
Tate would investigate this further.  

   

  
 
 
David Johnson/ 
Jane Tate 
 

7. Budget and Precept: The Clerk presented the budget, which was circulated to 
all Councillors. It was agreed to increase the Churchyard contribution to £2500 
to assist the funds covering the cost of the path of which 75% would be covered 
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 Powers Action 
by a grant.  A sum of £950 was budgeted for the provision of the Parish 
Newsletter, the Village Plan and the application for Quality Status. A cost of 
£419 was budgeted in the event of a contested Election. The Clerk 
recommended that best practice recommended reserves should be 1½ times 
the precept request. It was agreed to set the Net Parish Precept for 2006/2007 
at £4400 an increase of 4.76%. This was proposed by Paul Rudd, seconded by 
Lisa Chambers and agreed. 

8. Village Environmental Projects:  
a) Composting Scheme: Bill Dunnakey has identified a number of possible 

sites e.g. By the surgery, at Nene Close and the Little Chef.  These would 
be investigated by the Clerk and the Chairman.   

b)  Traffic Calming: The Chairman reported that PCC Highways Division 
confirmed the weight limit of 2t on the bridge was legal and agreed there 
was justification for extending the 7½t weight restriction throughout the 
village. Due to PCC budgetary constraints, it was not likely that full funding 
will be available for any traffic calming, however a 20% contribution was 
possible with the remainder being found by the Parish Council. There was a 
recommendation by PCC to make the approaches to the village more 
notable with white lining and improvement to the weight restriction signs on 
the approach to the village from Elton and at the Haycock. It was agreed to 
write to PCC Highways and have their suggestions implemented. 

c) Village Walk :  The Chairman confirmed that it had been a useful event with 
a good number of residents joining the walk despite the weather.  A number 
of issues were raised, the main one being street lighting.  It was agreed a 
request would be published in Living Villages that all residents take 
ownership of their garden trees and prune back those which overhang 
street lamps thus reducing their effectiveness. Any lamps that require new 
bulbs should be reported to PCC or the Clerk. 

  
Clerk/ 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/ 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/ 
Chairman 

9. Training: – The Clerk reminded the Councillors of the following training dates: 
a) Code of Conduct 30th January 
b) Election Processes and Procedures – 27th February 
c) The Council’s Decision Making Process – 27th March. 

  

10. Planning Applications:  
a)   05/01847/LBC – Downderry, Bridge End, Wansford – Partial demolition and 

removal of partition walls and internal alterations. The Council reviewed the 
application and raised no objections. 

b)  05/01954/REM – 32 Old North Road, Wansford – Demolition of existing 
dwelling and erection of two new dwellings and garages.  The Council 
considered the comments made by neighbours to the development and 
would submit a letter in support of the objections and request the 
application be referred to the Planning Committee.  

  
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/Chairman 

11. Augean South Ltd:  A letter had been received updating the Council on the 
remedial work at the Thornhaugh Landfill site.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
would arrange a site visit for members of the Parish Council on Sat. 18th Feb. at 
10.00am.    

  
 
 
Clerk 

12. Accounts for payment:  
CALC ( Training Session)  £ 207.60 
British Legion (Christie Hall Rent) £894.00 
Zurich Insurance (Renewal) £185.00 
G. Wingrove (Oct., Nov) £ 169.50 
Community Hall (Rental Nov & Dec) £13.50 
 
There were approved and signed. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. Correspondence Received: 2005/6 Register of Electors is now available and 
the Clerk was requested to arrange for the councillors to receive this via e-mail. 

  
Clerk 

14. Date of next meeting: Monday 6th March in the Community Hall.   
 


